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Lesser Florican, Rajasthan © Shashank Dalvi / Birdtour Asia 


The contrast between birding during the monsoon and winter months in northwest and western India is striking. The 
shift from the barren, dull-yellow winter landscape to the vibrant lushness of the countryside is the initial 
transformation. However, what truly excites birders is the monsoon's offering of extraordinary bird species that are 
elusive or even unobservable during the dry months across the Indian subcontinent. This year, the usual rhythm of the 
monsoon was disrupted by the influence of El Nifio, causing a cascade of effects on the bird species. Western India 
experienced a delay to the onset of the monsoon, whereas the Himalayan and northwest regions witnessed an 
unusually early monsoon that swiftly dissipated. This unpredictable weather pattern, truncating the breeding season 
unexpectedly. 


Nonetheless, we netted about 250 species of birds with just 6 heard only species our birding expedition was little short 
of exceptional with the star moment was the captivating display of the Lesser Florican, a true spectacle to behold. Our 
journey began in the Tarai plains, where we were fortunate to observe nesting Finn's Weavers and Indian Grassbirds. 
Advancing into the Himalaya, we were rewarded with the West Himalayan Grasshopper Warblers above the treeline, 
and White-throated Bushtit below treeline. The Vale of Kashmir was equally bountiful as we encountered breeding 


Orange Bullfinches, Kashmir and White-cheeked Nuthatches, Black-and-yellow and White-winged Grosbeaks, Kashmir 
Nutcracker, Himalayan Rubythroat, and numerous delightful sightings of the Spectacled Finch. Our journey then led us 
to the hot and humid Rajasthan. Here, the captivating sight of the Lesser Florican in its leaping display was 
complemented by a supporting cast of exclusive avian characters, including Indian Spotted-creeper, Bristled Grassbird, 
Rock Bush-quail, Rain Quail, majestic and powerful Indian Eagle Owl, vivid White-bellied Minivet, resplendent Marshall's 
lora, and the raucous Painted Francolin. Our birding adventure culminated in Maharashtra, where we were fortunate 
to spot the Vigors's Sunbird, a species with a limited range that added a final touch to our tour. 


Our group converged in Delhi, having arrived on various connecting flights. Upon landing, Aidan and Dermot wasted 
no time and immediately went birding around the outskirts of Delhi. Their efforts were rewarded with sightings of the 
localised Sind Sparrow and a flight display by Bristled Grassbird. The official commencement of our tour dawned early 
at 0300 hrs on the first day, propelling us into the neighbouring state of Uttar Pradesh. Our initial foray was met with 
a lively welcome — displaying Black-breasted Weavers, nesting Yellow-eyed Babbler, multiple Watercocks, River Terns, 
Tricoloured Munia, and vibrant Red Avadavats. Swiftly, our quest led us to the sighting of the first Indian Grassbird, 
shortly followed by two more individuals. 


Black-breasted Weaver, Uttar Pradesh and Finn's Weaver, Uttakhand 


Venturing further we crossed into the neighbouring state of Uttarakhand solely driven by our pursuit of the Critically 
Endangered Finn's Weaver. Our arrival coincided with the peak of the midday heat, nearly unbearable in its intensity. 
Amidst this scorching environment, a few Paddyfield Pipits and Bengal Bush Larks appeared, along with Streaked and 
Black-breasted Weavers. A Finn's Weaver made a tantalizingly brief appearance, but its flight took it beyond the 
expanse of the vast grassland. Our diligent search encompassed both the grasslands and the previous year's nesting 
sites. Despite encountering a few abandoned Finn's Weaver nests, they lacked signs of recent activity. After 15 minutes 
of unwavering scrutiny, our perseverance bore fruit as we identified some active nests of the Finn's Weavers. Through 
‘scopes we witnessed their movements in and out of the nests, occasionally indulging us with displays. The future of 
the Finn's Weaver remains sombre, as their breeding colonies are limited and scattered across the extensive yet heavily 
disrupted Terai landscape. 


With two coveted target bird sightings accomplished, we resolved to return to Delhi, where the mission was to locate 
the Bristled Grassbird. Aidan and Dermot's prior sighting of the bird the day before led us to believe that this would be 
a relatively straightforward task. However, the absence of rain throughout the day proved unfavourable for our 
grassbird pursuit. As darkness descended, we reluctantly conceded defeat in our search for the elusive bird, deferring 
the search for another time. With the day stretching to a staggering 18 hours on the road, we finally retreated to our 
hotel, weary but happy with day's success.Top of Form 

The following morning, we took a short flight bound for Dharamshala in Himachal Pradesh, a town known for the Dalai 
Lama's residence while in exile. We soon set out for a lengthy drive, winding our way towards our destination within 


the mighty Himalaya. A series of brisk halts en-route rewarded us with our first sightings of Himalayan Prinia and first 
of many majestic Himalayan Griffons. An impressive pair of Indian Spotted Eagles showed up as well. Eventually we 
neared our destination with very little daylight available. We birded along terraced paddies and villages finding more 
Himalayan Prinia and no fewer than five Chestnut-eared Buntings. Chris was particularly interested in Brown-fronted 
Woodpecker, a bogie bird for him. Our efforts bore fruit as we not only found Brown-fronted Woodpeckers but also 
encountered Scaly-bellied Woodpecker, and a lone Speckled Piculet. Himalayan Parakeets and ever present Streaked 
Laughingthrushes made repeated appearances. 
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Eurasian Goldfinch and Tytler's Leaf Warbler, Kashmir 


An unexpected sighting came in the form of a Brownish-flanked Bush Warbler, perched openly and singing with its bill 
pointed towards the sky. On a steep, grassy slope, our focus was set on locating the elusive Upland Pipit, yet it eluded 
its usual haunts. As daylight began to wane, we decided to turn towards our lodging. A mere 500 meters later, our 
journey came to a halt as we crossed paths with a trio of striking Chukar. While we marvelled at these distinctly 
patterned chickens, a pair of unassuming pipits made an entrance. These turned out to be none other than the Upland 
Pipits. With the fading light, we observed these birds serenading the landscape with their unmistakable 'see-saw' song. 


Finally, darkness descended, and we made our way to the hotel, a fitting end to another day brimming with remarkable 


encounters. 


Orange Bullfinch and Spectacled Finch, Jammu & Kashmir 


Kashmir Flying Squirrel and Kashmir Nutcracker, Jammu & Kashmir 


The following dawn held a pivotal significance. Our arduous ascent up into the Himalaya was driven by a singular 
purpose — West Himalayan Grasshopper Warbler, a species of high altitudes well above the treeline — it arrives as late 
as mid-June, and here, 12 hours from the nearest airport, is the most accessible site available. Upon arriving in the right 
elevational zone, the melodious buzzing song of the Locustella song enveloped us. Swiftly, we spotted the first one, 
followed closely by another. Our gazes fixed upon the chestnut-crowned bird adorned with a delicately speckled 
necklace, perched atop the undergrowth. The breath-taking backdrop of the Himalaya, against the canvas of lush green 
mountain meadows, elevated the bird's beauty to an enchanting level. The following hour we encountered Variegated 
Laughingthrushes, charming Pink-browed Rosefinches, and a myriad of other common yet captivating Himalayan 
species. We also zeroed down on highly vocal Collared Owlet which was being mobbed by White-cheeked Nuthatches, 
Coal Tits, and Rufous-naped Tits. Just as we thought the morning couldn't get better, the unexpected surprise awaited 
us — a flock of White-throated Bushtits. The Himachal floods which occurred just three weeks earlier meant we had no 


other option but to take a detour, and retrace our steps, before heading west to the neighbouring state of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 


The following morning was tightly scheduled due to another extensive drive ahead. Last year's monsoon in India posed 
logistical challenges that had prevented us from reaching the higher elevations of Kashmir. This time we had our eyes 
set on Orange Bullfinches in its breeding habitat. Typically, from December to May, the Orange Bullfinch is relatively 
easy to observe, but it vanishes from its familiar birding sites during the summer months. With no time to waste, we 
indulged in a satisfying lunch before ascending to higher elevations. Our pursuit, however, encountered a brief hurdle 
at a security checkpoint where steadfast guards initially halted our progress. Finally, after pulling some strings we 
managed to do some birding at higher reaches which produced our first male Spectacled Finch and a small flock of 
Black-and-yellow Grosbeaks. Unfortunately we had to get back to the check-gate within the allocated time limit but we 
already had a teaser of the following day's birding. 


Indian Spotted Eagle, Himachal Pradesh and Himalayan Rubythroat, Jammu & Kashmir 


The morning greeted us with radiant sunshine, casting a lively ambiance upon the landscape. The birds were active, 
and as we ascended to higher elevations Spectacled Finches treated us to remarkable views. A swift realization unfolded 
— these finches were in abundance. After a couple of stops to admire them, we chose to ignore them further in pursuit 
of other Kashmiri specialties that beckoned higher up in the mountains. Kashmir Nutcracker captured our attention 
first, perched on a dead tree stump, its distinctively thin and lengthy bill setting it apart from its kin. While we were busy 
scanning the trees for Nutcracker, Dermot mentioned what kind of squirrel is that? To all our surprise it turned out to 
be the rare Kashmir Flying Squirrel, poking its head out of a tree hollow. A lifer for Birdtour Asia as well as everyone in 
the group. As we ventured beyond the treeline, the perfect habitat for the Orange Bullfinch welcomed us. An array of 
other finches showed up - Plain Mountain and Himalayan Greenfinches — accompanied by more Spectacled Finches. 
Even a Speckled Woodpigeon made a flyby. As we closed in on a White-winged Grosbeak, our attention shifted as the 
unmistakable soft double note of an Orange Bullfinch drifted through the air, prompting us to retrace our steps, only 
to find empty tree crowns. 


We pressed on, and our diligence was rewarded with the sight of two feeding female Orange Bullfinches. Although their 
stay was brief, it fuelled our resolve to ascend higher, inching closer to their breeding grounds. Within the right habitat, 
our efforts bore fruit yet again as more Orange Bullfinches greeted us, this time with a splendid male in the company 
of the females. Our scopes bestowed us with detailed views, allowing us to relish their presence before respectfully 
withdrawing. The descent was as fruitful as the ascent, as we encountered striking Himalayan Rubythroats, dainty 
Tickell's Leaf Warblers, and the captivating Black-and-yellow as well as White-winged Grosbeaks. The morning had 
already unfolded as an incredible, full of mega birds, prompting a well-deserved pause for hot tea, coffee, and noodles. 
While waiting for our beverages, our focus once more shifted as the familiar double note calls broke through the air. A 
male Orange Bullfinch perched above us, offering an astonishing encounter — an emblematic species observed right 


from a roadside chai shop. The thrills continued as a trio of White-throated Bushtits flitted into view, enhancing this 
chai stop into an indelible memory. This red-letter day led us to Srinagar, where we managed fleeting glimpses of the 
female Kashmir Flycatcher, while the Rusty-tailed Flycatcher remained a tantalising heard only. 


Bristled Grassbird and Rain Quail, Rajasthan 
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Indian Eagle Owl and Indian Spotted-creeper, Rajasthan 


Having already secured most of the Kashmiri specialities, we shifted our birding focus to the western side of the Vale 
of Kashmir. We made a quick stop at mid-elevations, the ideal habitat for the elevationally-restricted Kashmir Nuthatch. 
We indulged ourselves in hot tea and coffee but before the first sip could be taken, the distinct nasal calls of the Kashmir 
Nuthatch reverberated, quickly followed by the appearance of three of these enchanting birds. They gazed down at us, 
accompanied by what felt like an assembly of Coal Tits, Rufous-naped Tits, and a myriad of warblers including Western 
Crowned, Hume's, and Buff-barred Leaf Warblers. After breakfast, our focus shifted to the final two targets of our 
Kashmir adventure — Tytler's Leaf Warbler and Rusty-tailed Flycatcher. August typically witnesses a decline in Tytler's 
Leaf Warbler sightings so we were pleasantly surprised by two individuals albeit in very worn plumage. The quest for 
Rusty-tailed Flycatcher proved to be a bit more time-consuming than expected, but our tenacity prevailed as when one 
granted us splendid views in the end. Buoyed by the morning's successes, we continued our exploration in the town of 


Srinagar. Here, we enjoyed some effortless birding, adding a few Tickell's Thrushes, the delightful sight of three 
European Bee-eaters engaged in a bath within a small pond (a noteworthy India tick!), and a handful of Common 
Starlings among many other common species. Even our lunch break yielded a rewarding sighting — the shy Ruddy- 
breasted Crake which was new to some of us. 


On our final morning in Srinagar, we went birding near Dal Lake, enriching our list with some familiar water-bird species. 
Notably, we were treated to splendid views of a Little Bittern (another noteworthy India record) and encountered a pair 
of lively Clamorous Reed Warblers. A brief pause in likely habitat helped improve our views of Kashmir Flycatcher. A 
rewarding effort in the end which helped us study the moulting process of a juvenile individual, this individual being 
poised for one more transformation before migrating to the Western Ghats and Sri Lanka. With our successful 
exploration of Kashmir drawing to a close, we caught a flight southbound for Jaipur, in Rajasthan. 


Once again, the predawn hours set us in motion, ensured that we were well on schedule to keep our appointment with 
displaying Lesser Florican. Over the last couple of decades, the Lesser Florican's numbers have plummeted, leaving only 
a few steadfast ‘strongholds’ in the wild. While captive breeding efforts are underway, the future of the wild population 
remains distressingly uncertain, particularly due to habitat loss, powerlines, and innumerable feral dogs across its 
range. Shokhaliya, once a haven for the Great Indian Bustard until 2014, has now earned recognition as a refuge for 
the Lesser Florican. However, even their numbers have dwindled in recent years. This year's monsoon, impacted by the 
EI Niño phenomenon, unveiled a peculiar pattern — a month-delayed arrival in south India followed by a month-early 
appearance in northwest India, only to recede once again. As we arrived at Shokhaliya, only three Lesser Floricans were 
partaking in their vibrant displays. Yet, any sense of worry dissolved as our eyes fell upon a male Lesser Florican in the 
midst of his captivating performance. Despite the wind's interference preventing us from hearing the rhythmic flutter 
of wings during his display, the visual spectacle more than compensated. With a grace befitting royalty, the male 
strutted across the field, occasionally extending its neck like a periscope before gracefully leaping into the air, as if 
propelled by an invisible trampoline. We savoured the sight until our hearts were full, leaving the magnificent bird to 
his own domain. 


Painted Sandgrouse, Rajasthan © Shashank Dalvi 


The once arid landscape is cloaked in vibrant green, becoming the bustling breeding grounds for a multitude of species 
such as Rain Quail and Rock Bush-quails, Painted Francolins, Singing and Indian Bush Larks, among many others. 
Following our encounter with the florican, our focus pivoted toward Indian Eagle Owls. To our delight, we encountered 
not just one, but four individuals scattered across different corners of Shokhliaya. Through ‘scopes, we were afforded 
intimate views of these majestic owls. We then found ourselves in the company of the equally stunning Rain Quails. 
These secretive birds momentarily abandoned their cover, boldly approaching us head-on, allowing us to marvel at their 


beauty up close. This extraordinary morning continued as we stumbled upon a remarkable seven or more roosting 
Savanna Nightjars, their camouflage rendering them nearly invisible amidst the surroundings. 


Just as we thought the day had peaked, we picked up a call of the elusive Bristled Grassbird from a moving vehicle. 
Soon we were rewarded with close-up views of the bird. We all took a sigh of relief after dipping on the bird near Delhi 
on our very first birding day. By lunchtime, we were merely a couple of birds away from an incredibly successful day. 
Our attention shifted first to the elusive Rock Bush-quail, and we eventually captured views of the bird vocalizing from 
the base of a tree. With this success in hand, our concentrated on Painted Francolin — another bird that vanishes into 
thin air in the dry season. The bird's call was tantalizingly close, yet a sighting remained elusive, not helped by a passing 
tractor that sent it into silence. In the midst of our 30-minute vigil for the Painted Francolin, another bird, a Painted 
Sandgrouse, graced us with its presence. After 45 minutes, we contemplated shifting our attention elsewhere but we 
had walked a mere 100 meters when the francolin called out once again, this time from our left. Our perseverance bore 
fruit, as we located the source, a small bund, and briefly glimpsed the bird before it vanished into the grass. Just when 
it seemed the opportunity was lost, the call echoed once more, this time to our right. Our 'scopes locked onto the bird, 
revealing its open mouth pointing towards the sky, allowing us to savour its distinctive call time-and-again. 


Jungle Bush Quail and Crested Bunting, Pune 


With our time at Shokhaliya coming to a close, the following morning beckoned us to yet another predawn adventure. 
Our destination was a thorny scrub patch nestled on a small hillock, crisscrossed with thorny gullies. The stunning 
breeding plumage of the Marshall's lora was the first to appear, followed by the graceful flight of the White-bellied 
Minivet. However, our primary focus lay with the elusive Indian Spotted-creeper, a species seldom seen during monsoon 
season. It teased us with a mere two renditions of its song before slipping into silence. Amidst our quest for the creeper, 
Shashank honed in on a White-naped Tit, a fleeting encounter as the bird vanished before the rest of us could catch 
sight of it. Yet, in the same tree, a White-bellied Minivet emerged. Our pursuit continued, and after about three hours, 
Mike's efforts bore fruit as he locked onto an Indian Spotted-creeper allowing us all to enjoy the bird as it foraged 
silently, accompanied by three White-browed Fantails. We admired the uniquely shaped subcontinent endemic - like a 
brown-and-white, tree-hugging Wallcreeper in jizz, before concluding the day's exploration. Our journey was not yet 
over, as one final flight awaited us — this time to the city of Pune, deep in Maharashtra. 


A light drizzle welcomed us (a rarity on this monsoon India tour!) as we ventured to the outskirts of Pune in pursuit of 
the elusive Broad-tailed Grassbird. When the bird didn't show up in the first 15 minutes of search, we knew that we 
were in for a long haul. We crisscrossed every available habitat of the bird without a whiff of our main target. However, 
other birds continued to show up, Malabar Whistling-thrushes, Indian Blackbirds, and striking Crested Buntings kept us 
engaged. The western India subspecies of Jungle Babblers (also known as Black-winged Babblers, as per BirdLife 
taxonomy) and Jungle Bush-quails provided further moments of excitement, with as many as six individuals delighting 
us by feeding on leftover corn left behind by monsoon tourists. We extended our stay as long as possible, but despite 


our efforts, luck was not on our side. With reluctance, we set our sights on Mumbai for our final birding session. The 
idea was to cross paths with the Vigors's Sunbird, the sole northern western ghats endemic of India. The birding scene 
was captivating and we quickly located Loten's, Purple-backed, and Vigors's Sunbirds. The distinctive upright posture 
of the Vigors's Sunbird setting it apart even from a distance. The birder's delight continued as White-browed Bulbuls, 
White-spotted Fantails, Tickell's Blue Flycatchers, Puff-throated Babblers, and a myriad of other species graced our 
presence. Among the highlights of this action-packed hour was the triumphant sighting of a pair of Red Spurfowl. The 
pair walked in at our desired spot within minute. After this one hour of birding we left for our hotel and ended the trip 
with another delicious dinner. 


Bird of the trip 


1 Lesser Florican 

2 Orange Bullfinch 

3 Indian Spotted-creeper 

4= West Himalayan Grasshopper Warbler 
4= Finn's Weaver 


More phoots from the tour 
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Indian Grass-babbler and Yellow-eyed Babbler, Uttar Pradesh 


Upland Pipit and Brown-fronted Woodpecker, Himachal Pradesh 
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Chestnut-eared Bunting and West Himalayan Grasshopper Warbler, Himachal Pradesh 
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Pink-browed Rosefinch and Royle's Pika, Himachal Pradesh 
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Variegated Laughingthrush, Himachal Pradesh and Streaked Laughingthrush, Kashmir 
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Female Orange Bullfinch and juvenile Kashmir Flycatcher, Kashmir 


Rufous-fronted Prinia and Common Woodshrike, Rajasthan 


White-browed Fantail and Common Hoopoe, Rajasthan 


Systematic List 


ANSERIFORMES: Anatidae 
Lesser Whistling-Duck 
Indian Spot-billed Duck 
Tufted Duck 


GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae 
Black Francolin 

Chukar 

Indian Peafowl 

Kalij Pheasant 

Koklass Pheasant 


hite-browed Bulbul and Loten's Sunbird, Mumbai 


COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae 


Rock Pigeon 

Speckled Woodpigeon 
Oriental Turtle Dove 
Eurasian Collared Dove 


s 


koo and Yellow-crowned Woodpecker, Rajasthan 


Dendrocygna javanica 
Anas poecilorhyncha 
Aythya fuligula 


Francolinus francolinus asiae 
Alectoris chukar chukar 
Pavo cristatus 

Lophura leucomelanos 
Pucrasia macrolopha 


Columba livia intermedia 
Columba hodgsonii 
Streptopelia orientalis meena 
Streptopelia decaocto 


heard only 


Red Collared Dove 
Western Spotted Dove 


CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae 
Grey-bellied Cuckoo 

Asian Koel 

Eurasian / Common Cuckoo 
Greater Coucal 


APODIFORMES: Apodidae 
Little Swift 
White-throated Needletail 


CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Caprimulgidae 
Savanna Nightjar 


GRUIFORMES: Rallidae 
White-breasted Waterhen 
Purple Swamphen 
Watercock 

Common Moorhen 


GRUIFORMES: Gruidae 
Sarus Crane 


CHARADRIIFORMES: Jacanidae 
Pheasant-tailed Jacana 
Bronze-winged Jacana 


CHARADRIIFORMES: Rostratulidae 
Greater Painted-snipe 


CHARADRIIFORMES: Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt 


CHARADRIIFORMES: Burhinidae 
Indian Thick-knee 


CHARADRIIFORMES: Charadriidae 
Red-wattled Lapwing 
River Lapwing 


CHARADRIIFORMES: Scolopacidae 
Common Redshank 
Green Sandpiper 


CHARADRIIFORMES: Laridae 
Whiskered Tern 
River Tern 


PELECANIFORMES: Phalacrocoracidae 
Great Cormorant 

Little Cormorant 

Oriental Darter 


CICONIIFORMES: Threskiornithidae 
Black-headed Ibis 

Red-naped / Indian Black Ibis 
Glossy Ibis 

Eurasian Spoonbill 


CICONIIFORMES: Ciconiidae 
Painted Stork 
Asian Openbill 


Streptopelia tranquebarica tranquebarica 
Streptopelia (chinensis) suratensis 


Cacomantis passerinus 

Eudynamys scolopaceus scolopaceus 
Cuculus canorus canorus 

Centropus sinensis sinensis 


Apus affinis affinis 
Hirundapus caudactutus nudipes 


Caprimulgus affinis monticolus 


Amaurornis phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Porphyrio [porphyrio] poliocephalus 
Gallicrex cinerea 

Gallinula chloropus chloropus 


Grus antigone 


Hydrophasianus chirurgus 
Metopidius indicus 


Rostratula benghalensis 


Himantopus himantopus 


Burhinus bengalensis 


Vanellus indicus indicus 
Vanellus duvaucelli 


Tringa totanus 
Tringa ochropus 


Chlidonias hybrida 
Sterna aurantia 


Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis 
Phalacrocorax niger 
Anhinga melanogaster 


Threskiornis melanocephalus 
Pseudibis papillosa 
Plegadis falcinellus 
Platalea leucorodia 


Mycteria leucocephala 
Anastomus oscitans 


heard only 


CICONIIFORMES: Ardeidae 
Grey Heron 

Purple Heron 

(Eastern) Great Egret 
Intermediate Egret 
(Eastern) Cattle Egret 

Little Egret 

Indian Pond Heron 
Black-crowned Night Heron 
Yellow Bittern 

Little Bittern 

Cinnamon Bittern 

Black Bittern 


ACCIPITRIFORMES: Accipitridae 
Oriental Honeybuzzard 
Black-shouldered Kite 

Black Kite 

Egyptian Vulture 

Himalayan Griffon 

Shikra 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk 

Indian Spotted Eagle 

Booted Eagle 


STRIGIFORMES: Strigidae 
Spotted Owlet 


CORACIIFORMES: Bucerotidae 
Indian Grey Hornbill 


PICIFORMES: Capitonidae 
Great Barbet 
White-cheeked Barbet 
Brown-headed Barbet 
Coppersmith Barbet 
Blue-throated Barbet 
Speckled Piculet 

Indian Pygmy Woodpecker 
Yellow-crowned/fronted Woodpecker 
Brown-fronted Woodpecker 
Himalayan Woodpecker 
Black-rumped Flameback 
Scaly-bellied Woodpecker 


CORACIIFORMES: Alcedinidae 
Common Kingfisher 
White-throated Kingfisher 
Pied Kingfisher 

Crested Kingfisher 


CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae 
Asian Green Bee-eater 
Blue-tailed Bee-eater 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater 


CORACIIFORMES: Coraciidae 
Indian Roller 


CORACIIFORMES: Upupidae 
Eurasian Hoopoe 


FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae 


Ardea cinerea cinerea 
Ardea purpurea manilensis 
Ardea [alba] modesta 
Ardea intermedia intermedia 
Ardea ibis coromanda 
Egretta garzetta garzetta 
Ardeola grayii 

Nycticorax nycticorax 
Ixobrychus sinensis 
Ixobrychus minutus 
Ixobrychus cinnamomeus 
Ixobrychus flavicollis 


Pernis ptilorhynchus ruficollis 
Elanus caeruleus 

Milvus migrans govinda 
Neophron percnopterus 

Gyps himalayensis 
Tachyspiza badius dussumieri 
Accipiter nisus melaschistos 
Clanga hastata 

Aquila pennata 


Athene brama indica 


Ocyceros birostris 


Psilopogon virens 

Psilopogon viridis 

Psilopogon zeylanica 

Psilopogon haemacephala indicus 
Psilopogon asiaticus asiaticus 
Picumnus innominatus 

Yungipicus nanus hardwickii 
Leiopicus mahrattensis mahrattensis 
Dendrocoptos auriceps 


Dendrocopos himalayensis himalayensis 


Dinopium benghalense 
Picus squamatus 


Alcedo atthis bengalensis 
Halcyon smyrnensis 

Ceryle rudis leucomelanurus 
Megaceryle lugubris 


Merops orientalis orientalis 
Merops persicus 
Merops philippinus 


Coracias benghalensis 


Upupa epops epops 
Upupa epops ceylonensis 


heard only 
heard only 


heard only 


Eurasian / Common Kestrel 


PSITTACIFORMES: Psittacidae 
Alexandrine Parakeet 

Rose-ringed Parakeet 
Plum-headed Parakeet 
Himalayan/Slaty-headed Parakeet 


PASSERIFORMES: Oriolidae 
Black-hooded Oriole 


PASSERIFORMES: Campephagidae 
Black-headed Cuckooshrike 


White-bellied Minivet 
Long-tailed Minivet 


PASSERIFORMES: Aegithinidae 
Common lora 


Marshall's lora 


PASSERIFORMES: Artamidae 
Ashy Woodswallow 


PASSERIFORMES: Vangidae 
Common Woodshrike 


PASSERIFORMES: Rhipiduridae 
White-browed Fantail 
White-throated Fantail 
White-spotted Fantail 


PASSERIFORMES: Dicruridae 
Black Drongo 

Ashy Drongo 

White-bellied Drongo 


PASSERIFORMES: Monarchidae 
Black-naped Monarch 
Indian Paradise-flycatcher 


PASSERIFORMES: Laniidae 
Long-tailed Shrike 
Great Grey Shrike 


PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae 
Rufous Treepie 

Grey Treepie 

Yellow-billed Blue Magpie 
House Crow 

Indian Jungle Crow 
Large-billed Crow 

Eurasian / Western Jackdaw 
Kashmir Nutcracker 


PASSERIFORMES: Stenostiridae 
Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher 


PASSERIFORMES: Paridae 
Cinereous Tit 


Green-backed Tit 
Rufous-naped/Black-breasted Tit 
(Spot-winged) Coal Tit 


Falco tinnunculus tinnunculus 


Psittacula eupatria 
Psittacula krameri 
Psittacula cyanocephala 
Psittacula himalayana 


Oriolus xanthornus 


Lalage melanoptera melanoptera 
Lalage melanoptera sykesi 
Pericrocotus erythropygius 
Pericrocotus ethologus favillaceus 


Aegithina tiphia septentrionalis 
Aegithina tiphia humei 
Aegithina nigrolutea 


Artamus fuscus 


Tephrodornis pondicerianus pallidus 


Rhipidura aureola aureola 
Rhipidura albicollis 
Rhipidura albogularis 


Dicrurus macrocercus albirictus 
Dicrurus leucophaeus longicaudatus 
Dicrurus caerulescens 


Hypothymis azurea styani 
Terpsiphone paradisi paradisi 


Lanius schach erythronotus 
Lanius excubitor lahtora 


Dendrocitta vagabunda 
Dendrocitta formosae occidentalis 
Urocissa flavirostris 

Corvus splendens zugmayeri 
Corvus culminatus 

Corvus macrorhynchus intermedius 
Coloeus monedula soemmerringii 
Nucifraga multipunctata 


Culicicapa ceylonensis 


Parus cinereus caschmirensis 
Parus cinereus stupae 
Parus monticolus monticolus 
Periparus rufonuchalis 
Periparus ater melanolophus 


heard only 


heard only 


White-naped Tit 


PASSERIFORMES: Alaudidae 
Indian Bushlark 

Bengal Bushlark 

Singing Bushlark 
Ashy-crowned Finch-Lark 
Rufous-tailed Lark 


PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae 
Grey-throated Martin 

Dusky Crag Martin 

Barn Swallow 

Red-rumped Swallow 
Streak-throated Swallow 
Wire-tailed Swallow 


PASSERIFORMES: Pycnonotidae 
Red-whiskered Bulbul 
Red-vented Bulbul 

Himalayan Bulbul 

White-browed Bulbul 

Himalayan Black Bulbul 


PASSERIFORMES: Paradoxornithidae 


Yellow-eyed Babbler 


PASSERIFORMES: Pellorneidae 
Indian Grassbird 


PASSERIFORMES: Leiothrichidae 
Common Babbler 

Large Grey Babbler 

Jungle Babbler 


Striated Babbler 

Streaked Laughingthrush 
Variegated Laughingthrush 
Tawny-bellied Babbler 


PASSERIFORMES: Zosteropidae 
Indian White-eye 


PASSERIFORMES: Regulidae 
Goldcrest 


PASSERIFORMES: Troglodytidae 
Eurasian Wren 


PASSERIFORMES: Phylloscopidae 
Tytler's Leaf Warbler 
Lemon-rumped Warbler 
Buff-barred Warbler 

Tickell's Leaf Warbler 

Hume's Leaf Warbler 

Western Crowned Warbler 
Grey-hooded Warbler 

Whistler's Warbler 

Large-billed Leaf Warbler 


PASSERIFORMES: Aegithalidae 
White-throated Bushtit 


Machlolophus nuchalis 


Mirafra erythroptera 
Mirafra assamica 

Mirafra cantillans cantillans 
Eremopterix griseus 
Ammomanes phoenicura phoenicura 


Riparia chinensis 
Ptyonoprogne concolor 
Hirundo rustica gutturalis 
Hirundo daurica erythropygia 
Hirundo fluvicola 

Hirundo smithii 


Pycnonotus jocosus 
Pycnonotus cafer 
Pycnonotus leucogenys 
Pycnonotus luteolus 
Hypsipetes leucocephalus 


Chrysomma sinense hypoleucum 


Graminicola bengalensis 


Turdoides caudata caudata 
Turdoides malcolmi 

Argya striata striata 

Argya striata sindiana 

Argya striata somervillei 

Argya earlei 

Trochalopteron lineatum lineatum 
Trochalopteron variegatum simile 
Dumetia hyperythra 


Zosterops palpebrosus palpebrosus 


Regulus regulus himalayensis 


Troglodytes troglodytes neglectus 


Phylloscopus tytleri 
Phylloscopus chloronotus 
Phylloscopus pulcher 
Phylloscopus affinis 
Phylloscopus humei humei 
Phylloscopus occipitalis 
Phylloscopus xanthoschistos 
Phylloscopus whistleri 
Phylloscopus magnirostris 


Aegithalos niveogularis 


PASSERIFORMES: Cettiidae 
Brownish-flanked Bush Warbler 


PASSERIFORMES: Acrocephalidae 
Indian Reed Warbler 
Sykes's Warbler 


PASSERIFORMES: Locustellidae 

West Himalayan Grasshopper Warbler 
Striated Grassbird 

Bristled Grassbird 


PASSERIFORMES: Cisticolidae 
Zitting Cisticola 
Common Tailorbird 
Rufous-fronted Prinia 
Grey-breasted Prinia 
Delicate Prinia 
Jungle Prinia 
Himalayan Prinia 
Ashy Prinia 
Yellow-bellied Prinia 
Plain Prinia 


PASSERIFORMES: Sittidae 
White-cheeked Nuthatch 
Kashmir Nuthatch 


PASSERIFORMES: Certhiidae 
Bar-tailed Treecreeper 
Hodgson's Treecreeper 
Indian Spotted Creeper 


PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae 
Bank Myna 

Common Myna 

Indian Pied Starling 
Eurasian/Common Starling 


PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae 
Tickell's Thrush 

Indian Blackbird 
Orange-headed Thrush 


PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae 
Dark-sided Flycatcher 
Rusty-tailed Flycatcher 
Kashmir Flycatcher 
Ultramarine Flycatcher 
Slaty-blue Flycatcher 
Tickell's Blue Flycatcher 
Chenut-bellied Rock-thrush 
Blue Whistling-thrush 
Malabar Whistling-thrush 
Verditer Flycatcher 
Himalayan Bluetail 

Golden Bush Robin 
Himalayan Rubythroat 
Oriental Magpie-Robin 
Indian Black Robin 
Siberian Stonechat 

Pied Bushchat 

Grey Bushchat 

Plumbeous Redstart 


Horornis fortipes pallidus 


Acrocephalus [stentoreus] brunnescens 
Iduna rama 


Locustella kashmirensis 
Megalurus palustris toklao 
Schoenicola striatus 


Cisticola juncidis cursitans 
Orthotomus sutorius guzuratus 
Prinia buchanani 

Prinia hodgsonii hodgsonii 
Prinia lepida lepida 

Prinia sylvatica sylvatica 

Prinia crinigera crinigera 
Prinia socialis socialis 

Prinia flaviventris flaviventris 
Prinia inornata inornata 


Sitta leucopsis 
Sitta cashmirensis 


Certhia himalayana himalayana 
Certhia hodgsoni hodgsoni 
Salpornis spilonota 


Acridotheres ginginianus 
Acridotheres tristis tristis 
Gracupica contra contra 
Sturnus vulgaris humii 


Turdus unicolor 
Turdus simillimus 
Geokichla citrina 


Muscicapa sibirica gulmergi 
Ficedula ruficauda 

Ficedula subrubra 

Ficedula superciliaris superciliaris 
Ficedula tricolor tricolor 

Cyornis tickelliae 

Monticola rufiventris 

Myophonus caerulues temminckii 
Myophonus horsfieldii 

Eumyias thalassinus thalassinus 
Tarsiger rufilatus 

Tarsiger chrysaeus 

Calliope pectoralis 

Copsychus saularis saularis 
Saxicoloides fulicatus 

Saxicola maurus indicus 

Saxicola caprata bicolor 

Saxicola ferreus ferreus 
Phoenicurus fuliginosus 


White-capped Redstart 
Brown Rock-chat 


PASSERIFORMES: Cinclidae 
Brown Dipper 


PASSERIFORMES: Nectariniidae 
Purple Sunbird 

Vigors's Sunbird 

Purple-rumped Sunbird 

Loten's Sunbird 


PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae 
House Sparrow 

Russet Sparrow 
Yellow-throated Petronia 


PASSERIFORMES: Ploceidae 
Streaked Weaver 

Baya Weaver 

Black-breasted Weaver 

Finn's Weaver 

Red Avadavat 

Indian Silverbill 
Black-headed/Chestnut Munia 
Scaly-breasted Munia 
Rufous-breasted Accentor 


PASSERIFORMES: Fringillidae 
Plain Mountain Finch 
Himalayan/Yellow-breasted Greenfinch 
Eurasian Goldfinch 
Spectacled Finch 

Common Rosefinch 
Pink-browed Rosefinch 
Dark-breasted Rosefinch 
Orange Bullfinch 
Black-and-yellow Grosbeak 
White-winged Grosbeak 


PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae 
Paddyfield Pipit 

Upland Pipit 

Olive-backed Pipit 

White Wagtail 

Grey Wagtail 


PASSERIFORMES: Emberizidae 
Crested Bunting 

Rock Bunting 

Chestnut-eared Bunting 


MAMMALS 

Rhesus Macaque 

Bonnet Macaque 
Northern Plains Grey Langur 
Himalayan Grey Langur 
Black-footed Gray Langur 
Nilgai 

Indian Grey Mongoose 
Small Indian Mongoose 
Royle's Pika 

Kashmir Flying Squirrel 
Northern Palm Squirrel 


Phoenicurus leucocephalus 
Oenanthe fusca 


Cinclus pallasii tenuirostris 


Cinnyris asiaticus asiaticus 
Aethopyga vigorsii 

Leptocoma zeylonica flaviventris 
Cinnyris lotenius 


Passer domesticus indicus 


Passer cinnamomeus cinnamomeus 


Petronia xanthocollis 


Ploceus manyar 

Ploceus philippinus philippinus 
Ploceus benghalensis 

Ploceus megarhynchus 
Amandava amandava amandava 
Euodice malabarica 

Lonchura atricapilla rubronigra 
Lonchura punctulata punctulata 
Prunella strophiata jerdoni 


Leucosticte nemoricola 
Chloris spinoides spinoides 
Carduelis carduelis caniceps 
Callacanthis burtoni 


Carpodacus erythrinus ferghanensis 


Carpodacus rodochroa 
Procarduelis nipalensis 
Pyrrhula aurantiaca 
Mycerobas icterioides 
Mycerobas carnipes carnipes 


Anthus rufulus rufulus 
Anthus sylvanus 

Anthus hodgsoni 
Motacilla alba alboides 
Motacilla cinerea cinerea 


Melophus lathami 
Emberiza cia stracheyi 
Emberiza fucata 


Macaca mulatta 

Macaca radiata 
Semnopithecus entellus 
Semnopithecus schistaceus 
Semnopithecus hypoleucos 
Boselaphus tragocamelus 
Herpestes edwardsi 
Herpestes auropunctatus 
Ochotona roylei 
Eoglaucomys fimbriatus 
Funambulus pennanti 


Indian Palm Sguirrel Funambulus palmarum 
Indian Flying Fox Pteropus giganteus 
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